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Table 6.3 – Estimated Capital Costs for Typical Trailhead Improvements 

FACILITY DESCRIPTION ESTIMATED 

COSTS * 

Trailhead  • Security gate/bollards to restrict vehicle access 

• Signs (identity, regulatory, maps/wayfinding) 

• Landscaping and plantings 

• Bike rack and concrete pad 

• Bench and concrete pad 

• Picnic table 

• Bicycle repair station 

• Parking (per space) 

• Drinking fountain (assumes water utility is located within 150’ of 

fountain location) 

• Permanent rest rooms building 

• Chemical toilet enclosure 

• Trash receptacle (wildlife resistant) 

• Security lighting (assumes electrical utility within 150’)  

$2,500 

$2,000 

$2,500 

$1,000 

$1,000 

$750 

$2,000 

$2,000 

$7,500 

 

 

$450,000 

$2,000 

$300 

$4,000 

Interpretive signs Interpretive signs (educational, cultural, history, etc.) (cost per sign) $250 to $750 

Reconstruct 

natural surface 

trails 

Reconstruct trails to address erosion and usability concerns (cost per mile) $30,000 

New natural 

surface trails 

Construct new trails including plant material removal and grading (cost per 

mile) 

$80,000 

Reconstruct 

bituminous 

surface trails 

Mill and overlay of existing bituminous trails surface (cost per mile) $250,000 

New bituminous 

surface trails 

Construct new trails including plant material removal, grading, sub-

surfacing and bituminous installation (cost per mile) 

$200,000-

$400,000 

*These are 2015 cost estimates.  Additional costs for design, inflation and contingency are not included. 

 

 

 Maintenance Costs 

 

As with all parks in the City parks system, resources for ongoing maintenance must be factored 

into the overall budget. Properly maintaining facilities is cost effective. Maintenance extends the 

useful life of infrastructure meaning the City has to make fewer capital investments. Routine 

maintenance is also needed to manage natural resources in a manner that produces a healthy and 

sustainable environment.  Typical natural resource management activities include: invasive 

species removal, enhancing wildlife habitat, burning prairies, and erosion control.  Absent 

sufficient resource management, the environment can degrade to the point where substantial 

restoration expenses are required.   
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